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• Combine organic and
inorganic ingredients
• Designed for color vibrancy +
stability
• Popular in modern scar
camouflage
• Offer a balance of
performance traits
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ORGANIC, INORGANIC
& HYBRID PIGMENTS
Not all pigments behave the same way in the skin. Understanding the difference between
organic, inorganic, and hybrid pigments helps you choose the right product for each client.

Organic Pigments
• Derived from carbon-based
compounds
• Tend to produce brighter
colors
• May fade faster over time
• Can shift in hue as they
break down

Inorganic Pigments
• Made from mineral-based
compounds
• More stable and longer-
lasting
• Tend toward muted,
natural tones
• Less likely to shift in color

Hybrid Pigments

MARKLESS PRO TIP
For scar camouflage, inorganic and hybrid pigments are generally preferred because
they offer more predictable healed results and are less likely to shift over time.

Key Takeaway

Pigment selection is not just about color — it's about how the pigment will behave once
implanted. Always consider stability, undertone, and how the pigment interacts with the
client's unique skin.
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THE COLOR WHEEL EVERY
ARTIST SHOULD KNOW
Scar camouflage isn't just picking a matching color — it's neutralizing the wrong one first.

✔  Blue neutralizes Orange

✔  Red neutralizes Green

✔  Yellow neutralizes Purple

If a scar heals with an unwanted undertone — too orange, too red, too gray — the fix isn't a
random darker or lighter pigment. It's the color directly across the wheel. This single principle is
behind most professional color correction work.

MARKLESS PRO TIP
Guessing at correction shades is how results go wrong. Understanding the wheel is how you
fix them with confidence.
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HOW TO READ THE UNDERTONE
OF YOUR PREMADE INK
Before you open the bottle, you need to know what is inside it.

Every premade ink has a
dominant undertone — warm,
cool, or neutral. This undertone
determines how the color will
interact with your client’s skin
and how it will shift over time.

Most artists choose ink by
looking at the color in the bottle.
But the color in the bottle is not
the color that heals in the skin.

Understanding the undertone of
your ink before you apply it is one
of the most important skills in
scar camouflage.

WARM COOL NEUTRAL

Every premade ink leans toward one of
these three undertones.
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THE THREE UNDERTONE
CATEGORIES

WARM UNDERTONE INKS

• Base colors: yellow, red, orange
• Heals with a peachy or golden
tone
• Works well on warm-toned
skin
• Risk: can shift orange or red
over time on cool-toned skin

COOL UNDERTONE INKS

• Base colors: blue, pink, gray
• Heals with an ashy or pinkish
tone
• Works well on cool or neutral
skin
• Risk: can appear gray or
lavender on warm-toned skin
over time

NEUTRAL UNDERTONE INKS

• Balanced mix of warm and
cool
• Most versatile for a range of
skin tones
• Preferred for first sessions
when undertone is uncertain
• Risk: may require adjustment
in follow-up sessions for exact
match

MARKLESS PRO TIP

Never assume the ink undertone matches the client's skin undertone just because
the color looks similar in the bottle. Always test on the inner wrist or a small area of
the scar and assess the healed result before committing to full coverage.

KEY TAKEAWAY

Warm ink on cool skin shifts. Cool ink on warm skin fades gray. Matching the
undertone is not optional — it is the foundation of a result that lasts.
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WHERE DOES THE
PIGMENT BELONG?
Successful scar camouflage depends on placing
pigment in the correct layer of the skin. Implanting too
shallow or too deep can affect healed results.

Epidermis (Top Layer)
• Pigment placed here will naturally shed during skin
renewal.
• Results heal too light or disappear.

Dermis (Target Layer)
• The ideal layer for pigment implantation.
• Provides the best opportunity for long-term healed
results.

Too Deep

• Excessive depth may increase unnecessary trauma.
• It can contribute to blurred pigment or
unpredictable healed results.

Remember
The goal is consistency, not depth.
A consistent implantation technique produces more predictable healing than simply
working deeper.

MARKLESS PRO TIP

Successful camouflage is about precision, not force.
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WHY DOES PIGMENT SOMETIMES
FADE OR HEAL DARKER?

One of the biggest misconceptions in scar camouflage is that pigment always heals lighter. In
many cases, camouflage pigment may soften or fade during healing. However, scar tissue is
unpredictable, and in rare cases the healed result may appear darker than expected. This is not
always caused by poor technique or the pigment itself. Sometimes, the skin simply responds
differently.

PIGMENT MAY HEAL LIGHTER WHEN:
✔  The scar retains less pigment
✔  The implantation was too shallow
✔  The skin removes more pigment
during healing
✔  The client does not follow aftercare
✔  The scar tissue is uneven or unstable

PIGMENT MAY HEAL DARKER WHEN:
✔  The scar reacts differently than
expected
✔  The scar tissue retains more pigment
than anticipated
✔  The surrounding skin creates stronger
contrast
✔  The skin has an unusual healing
response
✔  The healed result develops differently
than predicted

MARKLESS PRO TIP
Never promise camouflage will always heal lighter. Most cases soften during healing, but
scar tissue can be unpredictable — always reassess after full healing before making any
correction.



Scar Assessment Treatment Healing Re-
evaluation

Treat the scar in front of you, not the scar you treated yesterday. Every client heals
differently.

→→→→

Successful camouflage is not about using the
same technique on every client.

It is about evaluating each scar individually
and adjusting your treatment plan based on
how that specific scar responds.

Patience and proper assessment are essential
for achieving natural-looking results.

What This Means for the Artist
Every scar is different. Every treatment is unique.
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WHY EVERY SCAR HEALS DIFFERENTLY
One of the biggest mistakes beginners make is expecting every scar to heal the same. Scar tissue is
unpredictable. Even if two scars look similar, they may retain pigment very differently. This is why no artist
can guarantee identical results on every client.

Mature Flat Scar Hypopigmented Scar Surgical Scar Stretch Marks

Every Scar Is Unique
Each scar has its own characteristics that
affect camouflage, including:

✔  Scar maturity
✔  Thickness and density
✔  Texture
✔  Blood supply
✔  Previous treatments or surgeries
✔  Individual healing response

Because of these differences, one scar may
retain pigment beautifully, while another may
require additional sessions.

MARKLESS PRO TIP
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7 Common Mistakes That Can Affect Your Results
Even experienced artists continue learning.

Avoiding these mistakes can improve consistency.

Common Mistakes

•  Working too shallow

•  Working too aggressively

•  Inconsistent skin stretch

•  Incorrect machine settings

•  Poor scar assessment

•  Ignoring aftercare

•  Expecting perfect results in one session

Great camouflage is built gradually, not rushed.

MARKLESS PRO TIP

Consistency always beats speed.
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THANK YOU FOR READING
This Guide Is Just the Beginning

You've learned some of the basic principles behind successful scar
camouflage.

Professional paramedical tattooing goes much deeper than pigment
selection alone.

Inside the Markless Academy Color Theory Manual, you'll learn:

✔  Advanced color theory

✔  Undertone analysis
✔  Organic vs inorganic pigment
behavior
✔  Color correction principles

✔  Scar maturity assessment

✔  Fitzpatrick skin types
✔  Pigment retention
troubleshooting
✔  Consultation protocols

✔  Clinical case studies

✔  Professional treatment planning

Continue Learning

Follow @MarklessClinic for educational content, tips, and real client
transformations.

If you're ready to take your knowledge to the next level, explore the
complete Markless Academy Color Theory Manual and professional

training programs.

@marklessclinic  •  marklessclinic.com

MARKLESS ACADEMY


